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St Nicholas of Myra 
Catholic Parish  

4th Sunday of Easter - Year A 

25 / 26 April 2026 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

PARISH OFFICE 

Office Hour: Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm 

Lunch: 1pm – 1.30pm (Office closed) 

Telephone: (02) 4721 2509 

Email: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

Website: www.stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

Facebook: @SNOMPenrith 

Parish Emergency Numbers:  

4732 3039 or 0416 910 334 

PARISH PRIESTS AND DEACON 

Parish Priest: Fr Joe Manjaly  

E: joe@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

Assistant Priest: Fr Rojan George 

E: rojan.cheriyadan@parracatholic.org 

Deacon: Wilfredo (Willy) Limjap  

Nepean Hospital Chaplain:  

Fr Zvonimir Gavranovic 

E: Zvonimir.Gavranovic@parracatholic.org 

STAFF 

Office Manager: Rodney Howard (M, Th, F) 

E: parishmanager@stnicholasofmyra.org.au  

Admin Assistant: Sharon Clarke (Th, F) 

E: reception@stnicholasofmyra.org.au   

Sacramental Coordinator: Rodney Howard (T,W) 

E: sacramental@stnicholasofmyra.org.au  

Catechists Coordinator: Margaret Wilson 

 E: catechist@stnicholasofmyra.org.au  

Volunteer Admin Support: Margaret Cobden  

RCIA Coordinators: Allan & Josephine Linga 

E: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

ORGANISATIONS 

St Vincent de Paul 

Hub:  8861 9770 

Catholic Care 

E: enquiries@ccss.org.au 

02 8843 2500 

PARISH SCHOOLS 

St Nicholas Primary  Ph; 4752 3300 

Principal : Miss Kirsty Reynolds 

St Mary Mackillop Primary Ph; 4724 3200 

Principal: Mr. Scott Buchan  

GOSPEL REFLECTION 

The fourth Sunday of Easter is sometimes known as Good Shepherd Sunday. 
In the three different cycles of the liturgical year, the gospel on this Sunday 
comes from John, chapter 10 – an extended discourse by Jesus on the image 
of himself as the good shepherd. This year the reading is the beginning of the 
chapter and stops just immediately before the words, ‘I am the good 
shepherd’. 

Our understanding of this whole image and the scene that is set in today’s 
passage is very dependent upon a contextual understanding of the times. 
Whilst shepherds were generally regarded as being little better than 
criminals, they often put their lives in danger to tend to their flocks. Of a 
night time, several flocks of sheep would be penned in a communal 
sheepfold, usually made of stone walls. There was only one entrance to the 
sheepfold and one of the shepherds would effectively become the gate by 
sleeping across the entranceway. This was to keep the sheep in but also to 
guard against thieves. Thieves might climb over the wall into the sheepfold 
but the sheep were trained to respond to their shepherd’s voice alone so 
thieves could only steal what sheep they could carry off or those that were 
not sufficiently trained to their shepherd’s commands.  

When Jesus described himself as the gate of the sheepfold, his audience 
would have immediately understood the analogy. For a shepherd to become 
the gate to the sheepfold of a night was to risk his life for not only his own 
sheep but all the sheep in the fold overnight. It took courage and 
demonstrated utter commitment.  

Historical Context – A line of shepherds 

When Jesus used the image of himself as a shepherd, he named himself as 
belonging to a Jewish ancestry that associated itself with shepherds. 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses were all shepherds. David, the second 
King of Israel, was regarded as the greatest king in Jewish history. His 
humble beginning, captured magnificently in the sculpture by Michelangelo, 
was as a shepherd boy guarding his flock with a slingshot. The kings of Israel 
were charged to ‘shepherd’ their people rather than to lord it over them as the 
pagan kings did.  

Scriptural context – Psalm 22 

Today’s responsorial psalm uses Psalm 22 (sometimes referenced as Psalm 
23), ‘the Lord is my shepherd’. It is a very popular psalm and is often 
reproduced on Christian posters and other artworks. It was also a popular 
psalm and image at the time of Jesus. For Jesus to describe himself as the 
good shepherd caused great distress among the Jewish officials. They saw 
Jesus as being blasphemous for the psalm makes clear that the Lord is the 
shepherd. Jesus quite deliberately makes clear that he and the Father are one: 
the Lord is the shepherd and Jesus is the good shepherd. 

Gospel Focus – Life to the Full  

John 10:10 is a very famous quote from this gospel passage. Having life to 
the full does not imply life filled with every convenience, comfort and 
wealth. Rather, it is about living a life filled with purpose and intent. If we 
fail to live with purpose and meaning then our life is a hollow shell of what it 
could be. Jesus came that we may have life – a life that is at its fullest when it 
is lived in such a way as to be an expression of what Jesus taught and lived. 

 Greg Sunter 
© Liturgy Help 2026   
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PLANNED GIVING 

We are grateful for your stewardship 
FIRST COLLECTION goes to supporting the Priests of the Diocese.                                                     
 BSB                     067 950 
 Acct No               100003570 
 Acct Name          Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 Reference           6029 [SURNAME] 
 
SECOND COLLECTION goes to the support of the Parish 
 BSB                     067 950 
 Acct No               100001692 
 Acct Name          Penrith St Nicholas Catholic Church 
 Reference           [ENVELOPE  # OR SURNAME] 

PARISH NEWS 

    

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

RECENTLY DECEASED: David James Whitney, Jay Valentin, 
Cely Castro, Aida Estrella, Tom O’Connell 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES: Anita Kosac, Michelle Thomas, 
Rosa & Frederica Simeon, Valentino Nadalini 
a 

DECEASED: Tania Felice, Margaret Mary Sullivan, John Nettar, 
Margaret Donnolley, Paul Borg,  Jorge Cajayom Geraldez, Peter 
Goh, Godfrey Gomez 
 

SICK: Julie Brenner 
Isabella Agius, Nicholas Agius, Jenet Arellano, Kimberley 
Balandra, Zig Barglik, Ralph Beck, Margaret Bell, Ingrid 
Bentham, Vicenta Bernante, Noel Bernardo, Alex Biana, Ivan 
Brcar, Karan Bradburn, Marianne Brigden, Aiden Burke, Ting 
Cecila, Cliff, Mick C, Claudia & Alfredo Cabrera, Brenda & 
Ronwald Cadandy, Jose & Norma Calabetto, Aiden Campbell, 
George & Lena Caruana, Steven Clauser, John Cluney, Mark 
Cluney, Nad Coder, Dylan Conway, Christine Court, Elizabeth 
Dawson, Adelia Delapaz, Raymond D’Lima, Diana Dooley, Lou 
Doyle, Helen Dowling, Holland D’Souza, Debbie Dunn, Joe 
Farrugia, Peter Farrugia, Theo Fitzgerald, Sister Theresa Formosa, 
Cheyne Fynn, Robert Galino, Nancy Galon, Elwyn Geerin, Peter 
Gill, Tadeus Gwiazda, Olive Gyford, John Hill, Kellie Huggett, 
Kelly Ibram, Kellie Imray, Theresa Jordan, Danielle Kazare, Baby 

Yuri Pavon Lara, Helen Lazarus, Ric Limjap, Nikola Ljubic, 
Mary Kukac, Josephine Magro, Melisa Maiseeh, Baby Capri 
Marshall, Nathan Martin, Sue Martin, Stanley Mascarenhas, Bryan 
& Kay McInerney, Moises Millena, Nympha Miller, Sandra 
Miller, Angelique Kara Manolis, Sydney Morris, Tracy Mulla, 
Jacek Nawrot, Delia Nazal, Herminigilda & Donnel Nazel, Dianne 
Nelson, Eric Nepomuceno, Bruce Newham, Colleen Nolan, Maria 
Nyss, Zeny Oringo, Aurora Ostrea, Elsie Pajeta, Maria Pamen, 
Stuart Paterson, Marios Pericleous, Pam Pizzuto, Baby Harold 
Francis Eastman Reid, Ariane Robert, Herve Rochecousta, Luisa 
Emily Rosales, Trevor Rowe, Daniel Solomon Rowlands, Arren 
Samia, Norman Samuelu, Jason Sanderson, Brian Scott, Roseanne 
Shirley, Sabbir Siddique, Valentino Smiroleo, Lisa Sperineck, 
Brian Sullivan, Joe Tabone, Lorie Tabone, Alan Tago, Carmela 
Talos, Maria Tamer, Theresa M Taylor, Alicia Tecson, George 
Try, Robert Turner, Baby Charlotte Vella, Michael Vella, Darryl 
Von Bock, Susan Voros, Ron Vukovic, Edward Wagner, Milton 
Watts, David Wakeling, Heather Whitborn, Bob Wrightson, 
Connie Xerri, Baby Stella Maiia Zanette, Michelle Zotz, Thomas 
Zotz. 

St Vincent de Paul - Penrith Conference 
 

The St Vincent de Paul Society is looking for people in the 
Penrith area who are interested in joining our local 
conference.  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 

We are seeking people who can  

• assist once a week during the daytime 

• attend meetings on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays           
from 6 - 7pm.  

 

Basic computer and numeracy skills are helpful.  

This role is ideal for a retiree wanting to make a meaningful 
contribution to the community. 
 

Requirements (provided free to volunteers) 

• National Criminal Check History 

• Working with Children Check 
 

If this opportunity inspires you we would love to hear from 
you. Please contact Norman 0418 244 135 (leave a 
message if not answered) 

ST NICK’S GROUPS 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

 10am Mass Sunday - resumes 26 April 

MOTHERS WHO PRAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN 

10.30am and 7pm Tuesday in PMR2 

PRAYER GROUP 

6.30pm 2nd and last Tuesday of the month in the Hall.  

YOUNG AT HEART - over 50’s 

10.15am 3rd Tuesday of month in PMR1 

LEGION OF MARY 

11am Wednesday in PMR 2 

ZUMBA CLASSES 

7pm Thursday in the Hall 

ST NICK’S FLICKS MOVIE NIGHT 

7pm last Friday of the month in Hall 

YOUTH GROUP 

4.30pm 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month in PMR2 

Safeguarding News 

For volunteers who are up to Cycle 3 (Module 6) there is a 
face to face session at St Joseph’s Kingswood on    
Saturday 2 May 10am - 12.30pm. 

Register at https://parracatholic.org/safeguarding/training/ 
Scroll down and click “In-person Training” and select the 
date and register. 
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PARISH NEWS 

The Parish will be taking photos during major liturgical celebrations and other events to promote the Parish mission and may use these photos in the Parish Bulletin, Facebook 

page or website. If you have any concerns please contact the Parish Office.  

CALENDAR 

Mon 27/4 
 

Tue 28/4 
St Peter Chanel 

Memorial 

Wed 29/4 
St Catherine of Siena 

Memorial 

Thu 30/4 
 

Fri 1/5 
 

Sat  2/5 
St Athanasius 

Memorial 

Sun 3/5 
5th Sunday of Easter 

9am Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 
and Rosary 

9.30am Mass  

6.45am Mass 

9am Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 
and Rosary 

9.30am Mass 

10.30am Mother’s who 
Pray for their Children 

6.30pm Prayer Group 

7pm Mother’s who 
Pray for their Children 

9am Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 
and Rosary 

9.30am Mass 

11am Legion of Mary 

7pm Mass followed 
by Novena of our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Help 

9am Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 
and Rosary 

9.30am Mass 

7pm Zumba 

6.45am Mass 

10am Mass 
Mountainview 

12.10pm Mass 
followed by Divine 
Marcy Adoration 

 

9am  Healing Mass, 
Adoration and 
Reconciliation 

11am Novena Mass for 
our Lady of 
Penafrancia 

5pm Reconciliation 

6pm Mass  

7am Mass 

8.30am Mass 

10am Mass  

- Children’s Liturgy 

11.45 Baptisms  

6pm Mass 

Mass  Readings for 2 / 3 May 
5th Sunday of Easter Year A 

1st Reading Acts 6: 1 - 7 

Responsorial Psalm 32: 1 - 2, 4 - 5, 18 - 19 

2nd Reading 1 Peter 2: 4 - 9 

Gospel John 14: 1 - 12 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2026 

Enrolments CLOSE on  
Wednesday 29 April 2026 

To enrol go to www.stnicholasofmyra.org.au 
 

 

To be eligible for First Holy Communion children must be 
in Year 4 or above, must be baptised and have made their 
first Reconciliation. 

Has your child received  
their First Holy Communion? 

 

What’s next on their Faith journey? 
 

We are excited to launch a monthly Faith and Fun Program, 

St Nick’s Holy Rollers in our Parish, specifically 
designed for children aged 9 and above or who have 
received the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

When: First Friday of each month from 6 - 7pm 
commencing 1 May 
 

What to expect: 

 Engaging Faith formation sessions 

 Fun activities, games and group discussion 

 Opportunities to build friendships 

 Guidance to grow as confident young Christians 
This program helps young people stay connected with their 
faith, discover their purpose and continue growing in a 
supportive and joyful environment.  

Lets help our young people  
keep the flame of faith alive. 

Register now at the Parish Office 
Phone: 4721 2509 
Email: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

Aid to the Church in Need 
Middle East Emergency Appeal  

 

Aid to the Church in Need is calling for urgent prayer and 
support for Christian communities affected by war in the 
Middle East. Your help will provide emergency food 
packages, support parishes sheltering displaced families, 
keep schools running, and supply vital medical 
and pastoral care. 
To learn more or give today, please scan the 
QR code or visit www.rebrand.ly/
EmergencyAppeal 

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!  

Become a Catechist or 
Catechist Helper! 

 

Help share the Word of God, the gift 
of faith with the Catholic students in 7 State Schools within 
our Parish.  

All training and mentoring available.  

Talk to our Catechist Coordinator, Margaret Wilson  

Parish Office (02) 472125090 / 0422640418 

Parish Office Closure 

The Parish office will be closed on Monday 27 April 

In an emergency please ring 0416 910 334 
 or contact the priests. 

Office Closed 

HEALING MASS 

On the first Saturday of each month at the 9am Mass, we 
have an anointing of the sick and prayers for healing.  

Please come and join us on Saturday, 2 May 

Help Required 

A parishioner is looking for a person to help around the 
house and with the children in South Penrith area. If you are 
interested please contact George on 0404 667 514 for more 
information. 

Special Mass 

The 9.30am Mass this Monday will be a special Mass 
celebrating the culmination of the Silver Jubilee of Fr. 
Rojan, our Assistant Priest. All parishioners are warmly 
invited to join in this joyful occasion.  

Eucharistic Conference 

As part of our preparation for the International 
Eucharistic Congress in September 2028, our Parish will 
be hosting a series of Eucharistic Miracle presentation on 
the First Thursday of every month at 7pm and this will 
commence on 7 May 2026.  All are warmly invited to come, 
to deepen your faith, and grow in love for the Eucharist. 

https://rebrand.ly/EmergencyAppeal
https://rebrand.ly/EmergencyAppeal


 

4 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

PARISH ROSTER 2 / 3 May 2026 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO FULFIL YOUR MINISTRY IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ORGANISE A REPLACEMENT  

 Acolyte 
MATA 

Altar  
Servers 

Community 
Rep 

Reader 
Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Music AV 

Vigil 
Joseph Buttigieg 

Brian Scott 
Natasha Joseph AMDG Youth Corey Gauci Del Conejar 

Siona Sebastian 

Shaun & Shenol Perera 

Deb Scott 

Bradley McGregor 

7.00am Margaret Cobden Not required Yvonne Baccan Sherica Valladores 
Bradley Whiticker 

Margaret Scicluna 
No Music Jose Valladores 

8.30am 
Rebecca Spiteri 

Peter Spiteri 

Claire Vincent 

& Collette 

George 

Sue Von Bock Peter Nematalla  

Peter Wheller 

Kathleen Pemberton 

Lyn Olander 

Elenita Sajonia 

Robert Sajonia 

Jeffrey Mizzi Sharon Clarke 

10.00am 
 Rodney Howard 

Jun Relunia 

Jacob Barretto 

Nathan Couto 
Dominic Dawson Lilian Martinez 

Arnel Alimangohan 

Jessica Couto 
Jane Chifley Sheldon Couto 

6.00pm 
Rachel Conteh 

Rey Esteban 

  

Joshua Esteban 

Ram Esteban 

  

  

Daniel Whalen 

  

Llewelyn Ross 
Lynda D’Lima 

Nina Nepomuceno 
Magnificat Rodney Howard 

 

 

 

 

  

  


