5 Grounded in Faith
Growing in Love
Living in Hope

“| am the resurrection
and the life;
whoever believes
in me, even
if-he dies, will live!”

S

John 11:25

St Nicholas of Myra

PARISH OFFICE

Office Hour: Monday—Friday 9 am—5 pm
Lunch: lpm — 1.30pm (Office closed)
Telephone: (02) 4721 2509
Email: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Website: www.stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Facebook: @SNOMPenrith
Parish Emergency Numbers:

4732 3039 or 0416 910 334

PARISH PRIESTS AND DEACON
Parish Priest: Fr Joe Manjaly
E: joe@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Assistant Priest: Fr Rojan George
E: rojan.cheriyadan@parracatholic.org

Deacon: Wilfredo (Willy) Limjap

Nepean Hospital Chaplain:
Fr Zvonimir Gavranovic

E: Zvonimir.Gavranovic@parracatholic.org

STAFF
Office Manager: Rodney Howard (M, Th, F)
E: parishmanager@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Admin Assistant: Sharon Clarke (Th, F)

E: reception@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Rodney Howard (T,W)
E: sacramental@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Catechists Coordinator: Margaret Wilson
E: catechist@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Volunteer Admin Support: Margaret Cobden
RCIA Coordinators: Allan & Josephine Linga
E: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au

ORGANISATIONS
St Vincent de Paul
Hub: 8861 9770
Catholic Care
E: enquiries@ccss.org.au
02 8843 2500

PARISH SCHOOLS
St Nicholas Primary Ph; 4752 3300
Principal : Miss Kirsty Reynolds
St Mary Mackillop Primary Ph; 4724 3200
Principal: Mr. Scott Buchan

Catholic Parish

Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year A

21 /22 March 2026

GOSPEL REFLECTION

The third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent in Year A feature significant passages
from the gospel of John. The first of the three readings was the story of the
Samaritan woman at the well, to whom Jesus described himself as Living Water.
The second was the healing of the blind man and Jesus declaring himself to be the
Light of the World. In today’s passage about the death and raising of Lazarus,
Jesus declares, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.” Living Water; Light of the
World; and the Resurrection and the Life — three important images of Jesus that
all emerge from the gospel of John. Each of the events relate to Jesus’ response to
some physical need: thirst; blindness; and death. However, in each case, Jesus not
only responds to the physical need but also reveals a truth about himself that
leads people to belief.

The raising of Lazarus marks a turning point in the gospel of John. Chapter 11
concludes with the Jewish authorities plotting to arrest Jesus and then Chapter 12
begins the final week of Jesus’ life in Jerusalem. The significance of this episode
is highlighted by the disciples who question Jesus about the wisdom of going
back to Judea when the people there had wanted to stone Jesus to death. In going
to save the life of his friend, Lazarus, Jesus knows that he is journeying towards
his own death. In fact, the end of Chapter 11 makes clear that it is some of the
witnesses to the raising of Lazarus who go and complain to the authorities and
precipitate the action against Jesus. In the gospel of John, it is the episode with
Lazarus that effectively signs Jesus’ death warrant. The gospel makes clear that
Jesus gives up his own life so that Lazarus may live.

Scriptural context — Jesus wept

‘Jesus wept’ is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Just two little words
carry a world of emotion and speak volumes about Jesus. Pope Leo I used this
verse to highlight the two natures of Jesus, pointing out that in his humanity,
Jesus wept for the death of his friend, but in his divinity Jesus raised Lazarus to
life. Lazarus and his sisters were close friends of Jesus and Jesus is clearly
emotional about the death and its effect on Martha and Mary. That Jesus is about
to restore Lazarus to life does not deny the grief and mourning at Lazarus’ death.

Living the Gospel — Unbind him, let him go free

To see a man bound up for burial suddenly come walking from his tomb must
have been an unnerving experience to say the least. However, Jesus calmly
commands the astonished onlookers to ‘unbind him, let him go free’. These
words speak to us today as we come to the end of the Lenten season and approach
the celebration of Easter. What are the things that ‘bind’ us? From what do we
need to be released so that we may ‘go free’? Are they bindings placed by
ourselves or others? What will it take to be unbound?

Gospel Focus — Death for Life

The gospel writer paints the picture that Jesus is fully conscious of the
implications of his return to Judea. As the events of the Passion unfold through
this gospel, the reader has a very clear impression in their mind that if Jesus had
not come to Judea; had not raised Lazarus; then he would not have been arrested
and crucified. The reader is also drawn into the revelation that the sacrifice of
Jesus was not solely for Lazarus but rather for all humanity. This realisation leads
the reader to the ultimate humbling conclusion that if the sacrifice of Jesus was
for people then the reader themself is also the recipient of that sacrifice.

Questions for Adults

Q. In what ways can the story of Lazarus be applied to the need for reconciliation
with self and others?

Q. What aspects of your life do you need to ‘die’ to or
let go of to enter into a fuller, richer life?

&5 Greg Sunter
© Liturgy Help 2026
Image Credit: Liturgy Help 2026



PARISH NEWS

N ) Caritas ‘ PROJECT
7B AUSTRALIA COMPASSION

Fifth Sunday of Lent
21-22 March 2026

Since October 2023, Caritas
Jerusalem staff in Gaza have
endured displacement, personal loss,
and danger alongside the
communities they serve. Despite
unimaginable challenges, they

remain committed to providing lifesaving support,
standing in solidarity with families enduring this
conflict.

Please donate today.
You can support Project Compassion
2026 through the donation boxes, or by
scanning the QR code.
or online at:
www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
or by calling: 1800 024 413
Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against
Poverty this Lent.

Mass Readings for 28 / 28 March
Palm Sunday ot the Passion of the Lord

Matthew 21: 1 - 11

Isaiah 50: 4 - 7

Psalm 21: 8 -9, 17 - 20, 23 - 24
Philippians 2: 6 - 11

Matthew 26: 14 - 27, 66

Entrance

1st Reading

Responsorial Psalm
2nd Reading
Gospel

ST NICK’S GROUPS

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
10am Mass Sunday

MOTHERS WHO PRAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN
10.30am and 7pm Tuesday in PMR2

PRAYER GROUP
6.30pm 2nd and last Tuesday of the month in the Hall.

YOUNG AT HEART - over 50’s
10.15am 3rd Tuesday of month in PMR1

RECENTLY DECEASED: Celso Manuales

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES: Marrio Fronda, Anita Kosac, Ron
Howe, Braulio Fernandez Ruffner, Alfred Agius, Macrio Fronda,
Cyril Burborough

DECEASED: Tania Felice, Margaret Mary Sullivan, John Nettar,
Margaret Donnolley, Paul Borg, Herbert & Eileen Moore, Gus
Moore, Michael Moore, Joseph L D’Costa, Felicitas Castillo

SICK: Darryl Von Bock, Maria Pamen, Alicia Tecson, Aurora
Ostrea

Isabella Agius, Nicholas Agius, Jenet Arellano, Kimberley
Balandra, Zig Barglik, Ralph Beck, Margaret Bell, Ingrid
Bentham, Vicenta Bernante Noel Bernardo, Alex Biana, Ivan
Brcar, Karan Bradburn, Marianne Brigden, Aiden Burke, Ting
Cecila, Cliff, Mick C, Claudia & Alfredo Cabrera, Brenda &
Ronwald Cadandy, Jose & Norma Calabetto, Aiden Campbell,
George & Lena Caruana, Steven Clauser, John Cluney, Mark
Cluney, Nad Coder, Dylan Conway, Christine Court, Elizabeth
Dawson, Adelia Delapaz, Raymond D’Lima, Diana Dooley, Lou
Doyle, Helen Dowling, Holland D’Souza, Debbie Dunn, Joe
Farrugia, Peter Farrugia, Theo Fitzgerald, Sister Theresa Formosa,
Cheyne Fynn, Robert Galino, Nancy Galon, Elwyn Geerin, Peter
Gill, Tadeus Gwiazda, Olive Gyford, Kellie Huggett, Kelly Ibram,
Kellie Imray, Theresa Jordan, Danielle Kazare, Baby Yuri Pavon
Lara, Helen Lazarus, Ric Limjap, Nikola Ljubic, Mary Kukac,
Josephine Magro, Melisa Maiseeh, Baby Capri Marshall, Nathan
Martin, Sue Martin, Stanley Mascarenhas, Bryan & Kay
Mclnerney, Moises Millena, Nympha Miller, Sandra Miller,
Angelique Kara Manolis, Sydney Morris, Tracy Mulla, Jacek
Nawrot, Delia Nazal, Herminigilda & Donnel Nazel, Dianne
Nelson, Eric Nepomuceno, Bruce Newham, Colleen Nolan, Maria
Nyss, Zeny Oringo, Elsie Pajeta, Stuart Paterson, Marios
Pericleous, Pam Pizzuto, Baby Harold Francis Eastman Reid,
Ariane Robert, Herve Rochecousta, Luisa Emily Rosales, Trevor
Rowe, Daniel Solomon Rowlands, Arren Samia, Norman
Samuelu, Jason Sanderson, Brian Scott, Roseanne Shirley, Sabbir
Siddique, Valentino Smiroleo, Lisa Sperineck, Brian Sullivan, Joe
Tabone, Lorie Tabone, Alan Tago, Carmela Talos, Theresa M
Taylor, George Try, Robert Turner, Baby Charlotte Vella, Michael
Vella, Susan Voros, Ron Vukovic, Edward Wagner, Milton Watts,
David Wakeling, Heather Whitborn, Bob Wrightson, Connie
Xerri, Baby Stella Maiia Zanette, Michelle Zotz, Thomas Zotz.

LEGION OF MARY
11am Wednesday in PMR 2

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY

ZUMBA CLASSES
7pm Thursday in the Hall

ST NICK’S FLICKS MOVIE NIGHT
7pm last Friday of the month in Hall
RESUMES IN APRIL

YOUTH GROUP
4.30pm 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month in PMR2

Parish Youth Group
Hey Youth of the Parish!

Looking for a place to hang out, make new friends, and
grow in faith? Come join our Parish Youth Group!

Date: 28 March 2026

Time: 4.30pm

Location: PMR2

We’ll have fun activities, snacks, and time to share our faith
journey together. This is your group - come help shape it
and bring your ideas! Whether you're curious, excited, or

just looking for a new group of friends, you're more than
welcome.

Bring a friend, and don’t miss out on this chance to be a part
of something special! We can’t wait to see you there!

PLANNED GIVING

We are grateful for your stewardship
FIRST COLLECTION goes to the Clergy Foundation

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100003570

Acct Name Parramatta Diocesan Clergy
Reference 6029 [SURNAME DONATION]

SECOND COLLECTION goes to the support of the Parish

BSB 067 950
Acct No 100001692
Acct Name Penrith St Nicholas Catholic Church

Reference [ENVELOPE N# OR SURNAME]
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PARISH NEWS

Outdoor Stations of the
Cross for
Concer Potients,
Survivors and Families
Who Lost Loved Ones

fo Cancer
on
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Please wear a WHITE shirt and join us as we

carry the BIG wooden cross.

There will be an all
night vigil adoration
after the outdoor
Stations of the Cross

from 8PM - 9AM o@D

2ND RITE OF RECONCILIATION

THURSDAY 26 MARCH AT 7pm

PALM SUNDAY OF
THE PASSION OF THE LORD
Blessing of the Palms
This will take place at the very beginning

of the mass.
Vigil (6pm): on the lawn outside the Parish Office

7am: in the foyer of the Church
8.30am: in the foyer of the Church
10am: on the lawn outside the Parish Office

6pm: on the lawn outside the Parish Office

The Parish will provide the Palms.

Please come early to the Church to
collect your palms before mass begins.

Holy Week Liturgies

Palm Sunday
28 March - Vigil Mass 6pm
29 March - Mass 7am, 8.30am, 10am, 6pm

Monday 30 March - Mass 9.30am

Tuesday 31 March - Mass 6.45am and 9.30am

Wednesday 1 April
Mass 9.30am
# Reconciliation 10 - 11am
’;'f Chrism Mass 7pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral Parramatta
No evening Mass at St Nicholas

Sacred Pascal Triduum

v Holy Thursday
Thursday 2 April
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm
followed by Adoration till midnight

Good Friday
Friday 3 April
Re-enactment of Stations of the Cross 10am
The Passion of the Lord 3pm
Day of Fasting and Abstinence

Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Saturday 4 April
Vigil Mass 7pm

4 Easter Sunday
5 April
Mass 7am, 8.30am, 10am, 6pm

AV OPERATORS
We are looking for volunteers to assist at our weekend
masses particularly Sunday 8.30am and 6pm by operating
the AV, FULL TRAINING WILL BE PROVIDED.
If you are interested please contact Rodney Howard on
on 4721 2509
or parishmanager@stnicholasofmyra.org.au

page or website. If you have any concerns please contact the Parish Office.

The Parish will be taking photos during major liturgical celebrations and other events to promote the Parish mission and may use these photos in the Parish Bulletin, Facebook

CALENDAR

Mon 23/3 Tue 24/3 Wed 25/3 Thu 26/3 Fri 27/3 Sat 28/3 Sun 29/3
The Annunciation of Palm Sunday of the
the Lord Passion of the Lord
Solemnity
9am Exposition of 6.45am Mass 9am Exposition of 9am Exposition of 6.45am Mass 9am Mass, Adoration | 7am Mass
Blessed Sacrament 9am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament Blessed Sacrament 11.40am Exposition of | and Reconciliation 8.30am Mass
and Divine Office Blessed Sacrament and Divine Office and Divine Office Blessed Sacrament 5pm Reconciliation 10am Mass
9.30am Mass and Divine Office 9.30am Mass 9.30am Mass and Divine Office 6pm Vigil Mass Children’s Liturgy
9.30am Mass 11am Legion of Mary | 7pm Liturgical Ministry | 12.10pm Mass 6pm Mass
10.30am Mother’s who | 7pm RCIA Course in PMR1 7pm Stations of the
Pray for their Children 7pm Mass followed 7pm 2nd Rite of Cross
7pm Mother’s who by Novena for Our Reconciliation 8pm - 9am Night Vigil
Pray for their Children | Lady of Perpetual 7pm Zumba Adoration
Help
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IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO FULFIL YOUR MINISTRY IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ORGANISE A REPLACEMENT
Acolyte Altar Community Eucharistic q
MATA Servers Rep Readey Ministers Wit o
Angelo Aish .
Vigil ;Oh?; i?e_rl Z, Evelina Hasna Lauren Hasna Sharon Falleiro Jlin Fl;lletl'lon AMDG Youth Sharon Clarke
oe buttigieg Dominic & Matilda Ear ee Seuly
) ) Louisa Davie . .
7.00am Alan Barnes Not required Sherica Valladores Nonye Amah Bradley Whiticker No Music Brian Rees
Darlene Streher
. . . . Evette Isaaks
8.30am Michael Tolentino Claire, Vincent & Collette Margaret Wilson Maria Varua Peter Nematalla Jeffery Mizzi Philip Margerison
Remy Wood George
Kathleen Pemberton
Peter Wheller
Manuel Credo Jnr Marco Credo . - . Andrew Kosman . .
10.00am R/t @t Manuel Credo Mia Credo Lilian Martinez Teasion Contto Billy Cabillan Sheldon Couto
Rachel Conteh Shaun & Shenol ’ s T Lynda D’Lima S . § i
6.00pm Aish Sebastian Perera Cheryl Clark Natasha Joseph Kathryn Wrightson Magnificat Choir Sharon Clarke

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES

LIGHTWATER
Plumbing & Blectrica

LIGHTWATER LIGHTWATER

Plumbing Pty Ltd Electrical Pty Ltd
Joey Buttigieg Chris Buttigieg
0432 147 251 0412 569 739

FUNERALS

Our team is here to help.
First we listen, then we curate an authentic funeral for your loved one.

Call us today for an obligationfree conversation about
your funeral needs.

02 4735 6900 or info@gracefunerals.com.au

Penrith | Blue Mountains | North Shore

GRACEFUNERALS.COM.AU

"""" NEPEAN VALLEY
Traditional Care with Dignity & Respect
Tel: 4722 8222

Local family owned
and operated.
24hrs / 7 days

Shop 4 -

. w Cotholic Cemeterie
2-6 Castlereagh St ),\_9 & Crematorio 3
Penrith = >

Comeyancingand Propery Law
Business and Commercial Law
Famiy Low

Wil & Decesed Ette
Disutes and igation
(rimial Law
Employment Law

Bateman ~ Complete
Battershy - Legdl,

We invite members of the pa
{ake advantage of our egal services.

0247315899
bhelcomau

enquiries@bbclcomau

ﬁﬂkctzons

[ Funerals

John and
Sue Hibbert

For Family By Family

Locally Owned
02 4732 4440 o,

I el L
www.reflectionsfunerals.com.au ., 7 m/ﬂ”‘”'a

WHITE LADY

FUNERALS

Let our strength help you find yours.

Penrith | whiteladyfunerals.com.au

s

Licence # 180584C
Quality Bathroom Renovations
Trustworthy & Friendly Service
25 Years’ experience

(R E/M AX Lifestyle Marketing

Get

Sell with Gizzelle

Multi Award Winning Agent : International | National | Local

Untock Gour Home & Trae Vibie! RE/MAX

woe

a FREE Market Appraisal

L W

RMA AGENT OF THE YEAR AWARDS

Multi Award Winning Agency | SUBRUB WINNER

2023 | Cambridge Park and Penrith 2023 | Cambridge Park and Penritl

Portable Bathroom Hire

2022 | Cy idge Park, King: & ing 2022 | Cy idge Park, St Marys and Werrington
2021 | Cambridge Park and Kingswood 2021 | Cambridge Park, Kingswood & Penrith
2021 | Penrith and Werrington 2020 | Cambridge Park and Penrith
2020 | Cambridge Park, Kingswood & Penrith 2017 | Claremont Meadows
ree 2019 | Kingswood
47738700 t Gizzelle Powell ©0428 934 618 |02 4732 6007
UO eS i gizzellepowell@remax.com.au @ 233 High Street, Penrith, NSW




