St Nicholas of Myra

Catholic Parish

2nd Sunday of Advent - Year A

The one who follows me is more powerful than | am, and | am not fit to carry his sandals;
liiheilkbaptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

PARISH OFFICE
Office Hour: Monday—Friday 9 am—5 pm
Lunch: 1pm - 1.30pm (Office closed)
Telephone: (02) 4721 2509

Email: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Website: www.stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Facebook: @SNOMPenrith

Parish Emergency Number: 4732 3039

PARISH PRIESTS AND DEACON
Parish Priest: Fr Joe Manjaly
E: joe@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Assistant Priest: Fr Rojan George
E: rojan.cheriyadan@parracatholic.org

Deacon: Wilfredo (Willy) Limjap

Nepean Hospital Chaplain:
Fr Zvonimir Gavranovic

E: Zvonimir.Gavranovic@parracatholic.org

STAFF
Office Manager: Rodney Howard (M, Th, F)
E: parishmanager@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Admin Assistant: Sharon Clarke (Th, F)

E: reception@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Rodney Howard (T,W)
E: sacramental@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Catechists Coordinator: Margaret Wilson
E: catechist@stnicholasofmyra.org.au
Volunteer Admin Support: Margaret Cobden
RCIA Coordinators: Allan & Josephine Linga
E: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au

ORGANISATIONS
St Vincent de Paul
Hub: 8861 9770
Catholic Care

E: enquiries@ccss.org.au
02 8843 2500

PARISH SCHOOLS
St Nicholas Primary Ph; 4752 3300
Principal : Miss Kirsty Reynolds (Acting)
St Mary Mackillop Primary Ph; 4724 3200
Principal: Mr. Scott Buchan
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ASSISTANT PRIEST MESSAGE

Dear friends,

On the 6th of December, the Holy Mother Church commemorates the memorial
of St. Nicholas of Myra. This day holds special significance for us as it is the
Patronal Feast of our parish church. Throughout all the Masses this weekend, we
honour our beloved patron, praying for our families and placing our parish under
his powerful intercession.

Across the world, St. Nicholas is known through stories,
symbols, and even legends like Santa Claus. Yet beneath
every tradition and every tale stands a real bishop, a real
shepherd, and a real disciple of Christ, whose life was
shaped by compassion, courage, and generous love.

St. Nicholas lived during the 3rd—4th century, in the time of
the Diocletian persecution, when being a follower of Christ
could cost one’s freedom—or even one’s life. Born into a
wealthy family, he learned early the Gospel truth that riches
are not meant to be stored but shared. When his parents died,
Nicholas inherited a great wealth—but he did not cling to it. Instead, he
transformed his wealth into a quiet river of mercy, helping the poor, rescuing the
vulnerable, and defending the innocent.

From his life, three enduring lessons shine clearly for us today:

1. Faith Must Become Action: Prayer that does not move the hands is
incomplete. Nicholas prayed deeply, yet he also gave generously, protected
bravely, and served tirelessly. His faith was not only spoken—it was lived.

2. Charity Must Be Humble: He gave in secret, never seeking recognition. In
our age of social media and self-promotion, this challenges us deeply.

3. Truth Must Be Defended with Love: Defending strongly the Catholic
teachings in the council of Nicaea, Nicholas stood firm for both truth and mercy.
He teaches us that true discipleship never compromises love and never abandons
truth.

As we honour St. Nicholas today, we are not merely remembering a generous
bishop—we are hearing the Gospel preached through a human life. Just as St.
Nicholas brought joy through his generosity, we too are called to begin our acts
of kindness first within our own homes and parish family.

In keeping with his legacy, we are invited to join our St. Vincent de Paul brothers
and sisters in the distribution of Christmas Hampers on Saturday, 20th of
December. Your participation—through your time, presence, or support—can
make a real difference and bring light and joy to many households this Christmas,
just as Nicholas once did for so many. Indeed, we can all make a difference in
someone’s life.

As part of our Patronal Feast we have invited the 144 newly baptised children and
their families to join us to celebrate with our parish community at 10.00am Holy
Mass on Sunday, followed by cuppa and cookies to add a sweet touch to our
Feast Day celebration.

May the example of St. Nicholas renew our faith, soften our hearts, and
strengthen our courage. And may we, like him, become instruments of God’s
mercy in a wounded world, especially during this Holy Season of Advent.

St. Nicholas of Myra, pray for us.

(

Fr Rojan George



PARISH NEWS

1st Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6

2nd Reading: James 5:7 - 10

2nd RITE OF RECONCILIATION

Monday 22 December at 7.00pm.

Parishioners and visitors are reminded that the
carpark off Higgins Lane is a private carpark for
patrons of the New Fortune Palace Chinese
restaurant and SHOULD NOT be used for
parking during mass times.

RECENTLY DECEASED

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

John Bornow
and for his family
His Requiem Mass will be held on

Wednesday 10 December at 11.00am

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY

RECENTLY DECEASED: Linda Jensen, John Bornow

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES: Reg Williams, Ester Remolador,
Max Silvy, Murray Ware, Anna Bedding

DECEASED: Tania Felice, Margaret Mary Sullivan, John Nettar,
Margaret Donnolley, Paul Borg, Ron Howe, deceased members of
the Gale & McSpadden families

SICK: Sue Martin, Kellie Imray, Steven Clauser

Kyla Aggar, Isabella Agius, Nicholas Agius, Jenet Arellano,
Kimberley Balandra, Zig Barglik Ralph Beck, Margaret Bell,
Ingrid Bentham, Vicenta Bernante Noel Bernardo, Ivan Brear,
Karan Bradburn, Brian Brainwood, Marianne Brigden, Aiden
Burke, Joe Buttigieg Snr, Ting Cecila, Cliff, Mick C, Claudia &
Alfredo Cabrera, Brenda & Ronwald Cadandy, Jose & Norma
Calabetto, Aiden Campbell, George & Lena Caruana, Fr David
Catteral, John Cluney, Mark Cluney, Nad Coder, Dylan Conway,
Christine Court, Adelia Delapaz, Raymond D’Lima, Diana
Dooley, Lou Doyle, Helen Dowling, Holland D’Souza, Debbie
Dunn, Joe Farrugia, Peter Farrugia, Theo Fitzgerald, Cheyne Fynn,
Robert Galino, Nancy Galon, Elwyn Geerin, Peter Gill, Tim
Green, Tadeus Gwiazda, Olive Gyford, Kellie Huggett, Kelly
Ibram, Theresa Jordan, Danielle Kazare, Baby Yuri Pavon Lara,
Helen Lazarus, Ric Limjap, Nikola Ljubic, Josephine Magro,
Melisa Maiseeh, Baby Capri Marshall, Nathan Martin, Stanley
Mascarenhas, Bryan & Kay Mclnerney, Moises Millena, Nympha
Miller, Sandra Miller, Angelique Kara Manolis, Sydney Morris,
Tracy Mulla, Jacek Nawrot, Delia Nazal, Herminigilda & Donnel
Nazel, Dianne Nelson, Eric Nepomuceno, Bruce Newham, Colleen
Nolan, Maria Nyss, Zeny Oringo, Elsie Pajeta, Marios Pericleous,
Pam Pizzuto, Baby Harold Francis Eastman Reid, Ariane Robert,
Herve Rochecousta, Trevor Rowe, Daniel Solomon Rowlands,
Anna Ruse, Anthony Ruzgas, Arren Samia, Norman Samuelu,
Jason Sanderson, Brian Scott, Roseanne Shirley, Sabbir Siddique,
Valentino Smiroleo, Lisa Sperineck, Brian Sullivan, Joe Tabone,
Lorie Tabone, Alan Tago, Carmela Talos, Theresa M Taylor,
George Try, Robert Turner, Baby Charlotte Vella, Michael Vella,
Susan Voros, Ron Vukovic, Edward Wagner, Milton Watts, David
Wakeling, Heather Whitborn, Bob Wrightson, Connie Xerri,
Michelle Zotz, Thomas Zotz.

Dear Parishioners

My heartfelt thanks to you all
for your prayers for our
Indian Spiritual and Cultural
Pilgrimage. You support
accompanied us throughout
the journey.

Everyone had a wonderful
and enriching time and we all
returned safely on
Wednesday night.

The first photo is taken at the !
La Salette Shrine, just after
our Mass there - a beautiful
moment of grace.

The second photo is from the M ==
Shrine where St Thomas the & T
Apostle first landed in India,
a deeply and significant
place for our faith.

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses 2026
at Penrith

This is formation for anyone interested in serving within the
Liturgical Ministries either as Readers, Extraordinary
Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and
Dying and Ministers at the Altar.
Sessions will be held in our Parish
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish Office
or the Foyer of the Church
Completed forms MUST be returned to the Parish Office
for signing by the Parish Priest
BEFORE 16 JANUARY 2026
The Parish Office will send to the Office for Worship.
These are popular courses so once a course is full no more
enrolments will be taken.
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‘ YOUNG AT HEART
| CHRISTMAS GATHERING
’ (over 50s)
Tuesday 16 December

at 10.15am in PMR1
Please come along with your friends
to enjoy some light refreshments and g

to have a chat.
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Please come and join us.
Cheristonas
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PLANNED GIVING

We are grateful for your stewardship
FIRST COLLECTION goes to the Clergy Foundation
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BSB 067 950

Acct No 100003570

Acct Name Parramatta Diocesan Clergy

Reference 6029 [SURNAME DONATION]
SECOND COLLECTION goes to the support of the Parish

BSB 067 950

Acct No 100001692

Acct Name Penrith St Nicholas Catholic Church

Reference [ENVELOPE N# OR SURNAME]




CHRISTMAS HAMPERS CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

The Penrith Conference of the St Vincent de
5.00am Dawn Mass followed by

Paul Society invites parishioners to prepare

. Tuesday 16 D ber t
Christmas hampers for the poor and uescay ecember 1o

disadvantaged families in the Penrith Area. Wednesday 24 December breakfast
Hampers will need to be returned to the

Parish Meeting Room 1 on Saturday 13 & 3-00am and 9.30am Mass
Sunday 14 December, approximately I hour Monday 22 December 2nd Rite of Reconciliation

before or after each mass. Please see the Noticeboard for all
details of Hamper categories, stickers and suggested items.
Please do not include food items containing nuts or
perishable items. Please ensure that food items are well
within the expiry date and NO liquor is included in the

7.00 pm - 8.30 pm

Tuesday 23 December 5.00am and 9.30am Mass

hamper. Wednesday 24 December 5.00am and 9.30am Mass
Hamper Deliveries: Once again, we ask for your generous CHRISTMAS EVE
help in the distribution of hampers. If you can spare an hour

on: Saturday 20™ December, between 8am and 11am in 6.00pm - Children’s Mass
PMRI1. We will have face masks, gloves, sanitiser etc. ) . 9.00pm Family Mass
available to ensure the safety of our parishioners. If you Christmas Eve / Christmas N TSI ———
have any enquiries, please contact Brian Brainwood on Day ~=upm - L-arols followed by
0433 256 518 or Joe Tabone on 0412 234 651. Your help DALl coass
would be greatly appreciated. Thank you and God bless. CHRISTMAS DAY

7.00am, 8.30am, 10.00am, 6.00pm

ADVENT REFLECTION

Advent is a special time for us to focus on our
spiritual life. Please come 10 minutes before
each mass on the weekends of Advent for a
short contemplative meditation.

Tcﬂ"‘* mas M(MM
Homage to Jesus Iﬂiul
Our first ever Parish carols
after the vigil mass on
Saturday, 13 December from 7:30PM at the
St. Nicholas of Myra

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

8 DECEMBER

Primary School grounds

We hope to see y

We will be holding an Hour of Grace on Monday 8
December, from 12.00pm - 1.00pm in our Church.

UPCOMING EVENT

You are warmly invited to our Simbang Gabi
| (Dawn Masses) from 16 December to 24
& December at 5.00am each day.
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Outlook is available after mass this weekend.

Please take one home to read Breakfast will be shared with everyone

after each mass.

with your family.

The Parish will be taking photos during major liturgical celebrations and other events to promote the Parish mission and may use these photos in the Parish Bulletin, Facebook page
or website. If you have any concerns please contact the Parish Office.
CALENDAR
Mon 8/12 Tue 9/12 ‘Wed 10/12 Thu 11/12 Fri 12/12 Sat 13/12 Sun 14/12
The Immaculate St Lucy 3rd Sunday of Advent
Conception of the Memorial
Blessed Virgin Mary
Solemnity

9.00am Exposition of | 6.45am Mass 9.00am Exposition of | 9.00am Exposition of | 6.45am Mass 9.00am Mass, 7.00am Mass
Blessed Sacrament 9.00am Exposition of | Blessed Sacrament Blessed Sacrament 11.40am Exposition of | Adoration and 8.30am Mass
and Rosary Blessed Sacrament and Rosary and Rosary Blessed Sacrament Reconciliation 10am Mass -
9.30am Mass 9.30am Mass 9.30am Mass 9.30am Mass 12.10pm Mass 5.00pm Reconciliation Catechist
12.00pm Hour of 2.00pm Mass 11.00am Funeral John | 12.30pm SNOM 6.00pm Vigil Mass Thanksgiving mass
Grace Newmarch House Bornow Thanksgiving Mass 7.30pm Christmas 6.00pm Mass

6.00pm SNOM Y6 11.00am Legion of 6.30pm SMM Y6 Carols and Sausage

Graduation Mass Mary Graduation Mass Sizzle in SNOM

6.30pm Prayer Group | 6-00pm RCIA 7.00pm Zumba Primary Grounds

7.00pm Mother’s who Z,p r; Mass fofllé))wed

y - . y Novena of Our
Pray for their Children Lady of Perpetual
Help
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IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO FULFIL YOUR MINISTRY IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ORGANISE A REPLACEMENT
Acolyte Altar Community Eucharistic q
MATA Servers Rep ey Ministers Wi =y
Llyla Tiamson
Vigil Jenny Hogan Isabella Ramirez-Saw Estrella Cainglet Sharon Falleiro Arts Calub JY Family Choir Sharon Clarke
Margaret Cobden .. . Nerissa Calub
Olivia Spain
7.00am (i Sa:| RS Not required Margaret Scicluna Nonye Amah IEtIE No Music Brian Rees
Robert Sajonia Sue Sweeney
Shane Didier Serre
Lo . Evette Isaaks
8.30am Peter Splte.n . Jostick Joseph Peter Nematalla Victoria Sebi Darlene Streher Jeffrey Mizzi Phil Margerison
Rebecca Spiteri Jacob Barratto
Agnes Suluape
Peter Wheller
Remy Wood Andrew Johnson . . - Arnel Alimangohan
10.00am Johan Soertsz Lucas Besa Liza Alimangohan Christine Besa Andrew Kosman AMDG Adult Sharon Clarke
Rachel Conteh Angelo Aish . Emma Clark
6.00pm Aish Sebastian Francis Obama Cheryl Clark Daniel Whalen Nina Nepomuceno Cre Cre

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES

W% NEPEAN VALLEY
BiErAShI= i

S | M P I_ E TraAARE] Cae Wt Dign{:y & Respect
FAREWELLS Tel: 4722 8222

@ 4735 6900 CJ gracefunerals.com.au

Local family owned
and operated.

PENRITH | BLUE MOUNTAINS | WESTERN SYDNEY

) 24hrs / 7 days
Plumbing Pty Ltd BecticalPyltd | GRACE FUNERALS .7, % "
\my Butweg Ct'is Butﬂgbg ) ShOp 4 :’\L Cotholic Cemeteries
0432 147 251 0412 569 739 C\, o I;)m\gHyFLudy W0 4 2-6 Castlereagh St )_v & Cremotorio
g business of Grace Funerals SED ANO Penrith .- e Cor : *

WHITE LADY

FUNERALS

Bateman Batters
L A W ki E R s

Let our strength help you find yours.

We invite members of the parnsh fo
fake advanfage of our legal
Services specialising in

= Property Lanw s Family L Sue Hibbert

* Business Law * MNegligence Law . )
*Wis & Estates _+ Court Appearances For Family By Family
Ph: D2 47315899 Locally Owned s
02 4732 4440 ol
cqm[“‘“‘"’y 4

www.reflectionsfunerals.com.au ,‘?M i

-

mlw (R E/MAX Lifestyle Marketing Uilook o tme o oo Vibho! m
o BATHROOMS sell with Gizzelle

Get a FREE Market Appraisal ™

Licence  180584C v e
Quality Bathroom Renovations : . Se ¢
Trustworthy & Friendly Service
25 Years’ experience

RMA AGENT OF THE YEAR AWARDS Multi Award Winning Agency | SUBRUB WINNER
H 2023 | Cumb(idge Park and Penrith 2023 | Cumbridge Park and Penrith
ortable Bathroom Hire 2022 | Cambridge ark, K s 2022 | Cambridge bark, St Marys and Werrington
2021 | Cambridge Park and Kingswood 2021 | Cambridge Park, Kingswood & Penrith

2020 | Cambridge Park and Penrith
2017 | Claremont Meadows

2021 | Penrith and Werrington
2020 | Cambridge Park, Kingswood & Penrith
2019 | Kingswood

0407417553 Free
47738700 Quotes

Gizzelle Powell © 0428 934 618 | 02 4732 6007

gizzellepowell@remax.com.au @ 233 High Street, Penrith, NSW




