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St Nicholas of Myra 
Catholic Parish  

2nd Sunday of Lent  Year C 
16 March 2025 

PARISH OFFICE 

Office Hour: Monday—Friday 9 am—5 pm 

Lunch: 1pm – 1.30pm (Office closed) 

Telephone: (02) 4721 2509 

Email: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

Website: www.stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

Facebook: @SNOMPenrith 

Parish Emergency Number: 4732 3039 

PARISH PRIESTS AND DEACON 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jobi Payyappilly 

E: jobi.payyappilly@parracatholic.org 

Parish Priest: Fr Joe Manjaly (LSL) 

E: joe@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

Assistant Priest: Fr Rojan George 

E: rojan.cheriyadan@parracatholic.org 

Deacon: Wilfredo (Willy) Limjap  

Nepean Hospital Chaplain:  

Fr Zvonimir Gavranovic 

E: Zvonimir.Gavranovic@parracatholic.org 

STAFF 

Office Manager: Rodney Howard (M, Th, F) 

E: manager@stnicholasofmyra.org.au  

Admin Assistant:  Sharon Clarke (Th, F) 

E: reception@stnicholasofmyra.org.au   

Sacramental Coordinator: Rodney Howard (T,W) 

E: sacramental@stnicholasofmyra.org.au  

Catechists Coordinator: Margaret Wilson 

 E: catechist@stnicholasofmyra.org.au  

Volunteer Admin Support: Margaret Cobden  

RCIA Coordinators: Allan & Josephine Linga 

E: enquiries@stnicholasofmyra.org.au 

ORGANISATIONS 

St Vincent de Paul 

Hub:  8861 9770 

Catholic Care 

E: enquiries@ccss.org.au 

02 8843 2500 

PARISH SCHOOLS 

St Nicholas Primary  Ph; 4752 3300 

Principal : Miss Kirsty Reynolds (Acting) 

St Mary Mackillop Primary Ph; 4724 3200 

Principal: Mr. Scott Buchan  

ASSISTANT PRIEST’S MESSAGE 

Revealing the Divine Glory 
 
On the Second Sunday of Lent, the Church invites us to reflect on the 
Transfiguration of Jesus. Jesus brings the three apostles, Peter, James, and John, 
with Him to a mountain for prayer. During this time of prayer, He is transfigured, 
radiating the splendour of God's glory. Moses and Elijah appear, representing the 
Law and the Prophets. The Law and the Prophets find their fulfilment in the 
person of Jesus. They then heard the voice of the invisible God, 

“This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him” (Luke 9:35). 

Ordinary things can become extraordinary with a “makeover.” A touch-up, repair, 
or renovation can make them look beautiful and wonderful. Similarly, people can 
appear surprisingly pleasant with proper grooming and elegant attire. Society 
places great importance on the looks and appearances of objects and individuals. 
When Jesus came into the world, He did not assume His glorified form. He did 
not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but emptied Himself, 
taking the likeness of men. (Philippians 2:6-11). He embraced human nature in all 
its frailties, and although He was like us in every respect except sin (Hebrews 
4:15), His divine nature remained concealed by His human form. Nevertheless, 
He allowed His divine power to be revealed through healing the sick and 
performing miracles. 

In the Transfiguration, the true divine nature of Jesus was revealed, and for a 
moment it manifested over His human nature. A heavenly voice confirmed Jesus' 
identity as the Son of God. Through His passion, death, and resurrection, Jesus 
restored our true human nature, reminding us that we are made in the image of 
God. However, sin has marred this image, replacing the radiance of God's 
holiness with the ugliness of sin and evil. The Transfiguration of Jesus not only 
revealed His true identity but also reminded us of our own, that we are created in 
God's image, and we are His children. May we find healing from our sins and be 
restored to the divine image in which we were created.  

We need "mountain-top experiences" in our lives: We partake in the elevated 
experiences of Peter, James and John through additional time in prayer, attentive 
listening to God's word, abstinence, and acts of charity. The spiritual energy 
earned through sincere Lenten observances can fill our thoughts with greater 
nobility than our everyday thinking.  

Yet the Father's directive, calls for one simple action: "Listen to Him." Lent is a 
season which serves as a time to listen — God's Word, His will, and His 
presence in our daily lives.  

May these practices guide us in transforming and aligning with God's will, 
allowing us to radiate His holiness. 

God bless you on this Lenten journey! 

Fr Rojan 
Assistant Priest 
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PLANNED GIVING 

We are grateful for your stewardship during these difficult times 
FIRST COLLECTION goes to the Clergy Foundation 
 BSB                      067 950 
 Acct No               100003570 
 Acct Name          Parramatta Diocesan Clergy 
 Reference           6029 [SURNAME DONATION] 
 

SECOND COLLECTION goes to the support of the Parish 
 BSB                       067 950 
 Acct No                100001692 
 Acct Name          Penrith St Nicholas Catholic Church 
 Reference           [ENVELOPE  N# OR SURNAME] 

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Norman Heffernan, Meg Messini, 
Maureen 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES: Ardashes & Alice Keshishian, 
Francisco Sarmiento, Gerald Sultana, Mercedes Raguza 
 

DECEASED: Tania Felice, Margaret Mary Sullivan, John Nettar, 
Margaret Donnolley, Paul Borg, Jim Fullerton Snr, Everlyn 
Fernandez, Jose A Deguzman, Teresita M de Guzman, Miguel 
Seguban 
 

SICK: Pope Francis, Angelique Karamanolis, Brian Sullivan, 
Andy Sheedy 
 

AJ,  Kyla Aggar, Isabella Agius, Nicholas Agius, Wilfredo 
Alcantara, Jenet Arellano, Ralph Beck , Margaret Bell, Ingrid 
Bentham, Noel Bernardo, Br David, Ivan Brcar, Karan Bradburn, 
Marianne Brigden, Aiden Burke, Ting Cecila, Cliff, Mick C, 
Claudia & Alfredo Cabrera,  Jose & Norma Calabetto, Aiden 
Campbell, George &Lena Caruana, Fr David Catteral, John 
Cluney, Mark Cluney, Nad Coder, Paula Correla, Christine Court, 
Adelia Delapaz, Raymond D’Lima, Lou Doyle, Helen Dowling, 
Debbie Dunn, Joe Farrugia, Peter Farrugia, Theo Fitzgerald, 
Robert Galino, Nancy Galon, John Gatt, Elwyn Geerin, Peter Gill, 
Ursula Gomez, Tadeus Gwiazda, Olive Gyford, Theresa Jordan, 
Danielle Kazare, Betty Keavy, Olga Kiss, Helen Lazarus, Ric 
Limjap, Josephine Magro, Melisa Maiseeh, Thanda Manjaly, 
Antonio Malicdem, Baby Capri Marshall, Nathan Martin, Stanley 
Mascarenhas, Bryan & Kay McInerney, Moises Millena, Nympha 
Miller, Sandra Miller, Sydney Morris, Tracy Mulla, Eric 
Nepomuceno, Michael Nolan, Maria Nyss, Alice O’Hare, Zeny 
Oringo, Joe Pace, Elsie Pajeta, Marios Pericleous, Pam Pizzuto, 
Baby Harold Francis Eastman Reid, Ariane Robert, Herve 
Rochecousta, Trevor Rowe, Daniel Solomon Rowlands, Arren 
Samia, Norman Samuelu, Roseanne Shirley, Sabbir Siddique, 
John Slater, Rome Michael Valentino Smiroleo, Lisa Sperineck, 
Carmel Stein, Joe Tabone, Carmela Talos, Bernadette Tecson, 
George Try, Eneliko Tuliatu, Robert Turner, Susan Voros, 
Michael Vella, David Wakeling, Susan Wheelahan, Heather 
Whitborn, Bob Wrightson, Connie Xerri, Michelle Zotz, Thomas 
Zotz 

PARISH NEWS 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  
CONFIRMATION 2025 

FAMILY SESSION 1 
 

Saturday 22 March at 4.30pm 
 

Sunday 23 March at 8.30am 

ST NICK’S GROUPS 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
 10.00am Mass every Sunday. 

MOTHERS WHO PRAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN 
7.00pm Tuesday in PMR1 

PRAYER GROUP 
6.30pm 2nd and last Tuesday of the month  

in the Parish Hall.  

YOUNG AT HEART - over 50’s 
10.15am 3rd Tuesday of month  

in PMR1 

LEGION OF MARY 
11.00am Wednesday in PMR1 

ZUMBA CLASSES 
7.00pm Thursday in the Hall 

  $5.00 per session 

YOUTH GROUP 
4.30pm 22 March in PMR1 

Ages 16 - 21 

As a parish community we continue to pray to our 

compassionate God that he will surround Pope 

Francis with his loving presence, granting him 

strength and healing. 

CATECHIST COMMISSIONING MASS 

On Sunday 2 March at the 10am Mass our Catechist for 
2025 were commissioned to spread the Word of God to our 
Catholic children in 7 local Public Primary Schools.  
Please keep them in your prayers as they continue this 
important ministry. 

RCIA: RITE OF ELECTION 

Last Sunday, the Diocese of Parramatta celebrated the Rite 
of Election, marking a significant moment in the faith 
journey of numerous catechumens and candidates. This 
year, the Diocese saw an unprecedented number of 
individuals preparing to enter the Catholic faith community 
including 11 catechumens and 3 candidates from our Parish. 
The ceremony, which signifies their readiness to receive the 
sacraments of initiation, was a powerful reminder of the 
growing desire for spiritual renewal and commitment. Let 
us keep these individuals in our prayers as they continue 
their path towards full communion with the Church. 

RECENTLY DECEASED 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of   

Norman Heffernan 
 

and for his family 
 

His Requiem Mass will be held on  

Wednesday 26 March at 11.00am 
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PARISH NEWS 

Mass Readings for 22 March 
Vigil Mass 

RCIA 1st Scrutiny (Year A Readings) 

1st Reading Exodus: 17: 3 - 7 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 94: 1- 2, 6 - 9 

2nd Reading Romans 5: 1 - 2, 5 - 8 

Gospel John 4: 5 - 42 
 

Mass Readings for 23 March 
3nd Sunday of Lent Year C 

1st Reading Exodus 3: 1 - 8, 13 - 15 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 102: 1 - 4, 6 - 8, 11 

2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 10: 1 - 6, 10 - 12 

Gospel Luke 13: 1 - 9 

CALENDAR  

Mon 17/3 
St Patrick 
Solemnity 

Tue 18/3 
 

Wed 19/3 
St Joseph, Spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
Solemnity 

Thu 20/3 
 

Fri 21/3 
 

Sat 22/3 
 

Sun 23/3 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Mass 

 

6.45am Mass 

9.30am Mass 

10.15 Young at Heart 

11.00am Mass 
Newmarch House 

7.00pm Mothers who 
Pray for their 
Children 

7.00pm Acolytes / 
MATA Mtg 

9.30am Mass 

10.30am Mass Summit 
Care 

11.00am Legion of 
Mary 

6.00pm RCIA 

7.00pm Mass followed 
by Novena for Our 
Lady of Perpetual 
Help 

9.30am Mass 

10.30am Mass The 
Royce 

7.00pm Zumba Class 

7.00pm Liturgical 
Ministry course PMR1 

6.45am Mass 

12.10pm Mass  

7.00pm Stations of the 
Cross 

 

9.00am Mass, 
Adoration and 
Reconciliation 

4.30 Confirmation 
Family Session 1 

5.00pm RCIA PMR1 

5.00pm Reconciliation 

6.00pm Vigil Mass  

7.00am Mass 

8.30am Mass 

8.30am 
Confirmation Family 
Session 1 

10.00am Mass -  
Children’s Liturgy 

11.45am Baptisms 

6.00pm Mass 

The Parish will be taking photos during major liturgical celebrations and other events to promote the Parish mission and may use these photos in the Parish Bulletin, Facebook 
page or website. If you have any concerns please contact the Parish Office. 

Please come and join us to pray the  

Stations of the Cross every  

Friday during Lent  

at 7.00pm 

This week’s theme is 

The Jubilee Year of Hope 

MUSICIAN REQUIRED 

The AMDG Adult Choir, who sing in our Church on the 
10.00am on the 2nd Sunday of each month are looking for a 
guitarist or pianist. If you are able to help please contact 
Christine Caburian at climjap@yahoo.com 

 
Second Sunday of Lent 

15th and 16th of March 2025 
 

 

Toefuata'iga - (Toy-foo-ah-tah-ing-ah) is a 13-year-old 
primary school student from Samoa. Samoa may be a 
country surrounded by water, but access to clean drinking 
water is scarce in some areas, with many families facing 
extreme hardship as a result. 
Toefuata’iga’s school community struggled without reliable 
access to clean water, which impacted students’ education 
and hygiene. Teachers often had to leave the school to fetch 
water from nearby homes, disrupting lessons and adding 
strain to the community. When the water ran out at the 
school. students were sent home which meant they missed 
out on valuable learning time. 
Thanks to the support of Caritas Australia in partnership 
with Caritas Samoa, Toefuata’iga’s school now has a 
10,000 L water tank through a Water, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene (WASH) program. Teachers and students now 
have access to clean drinking water at their school and are 
able to focus on education. 
“Now that we have the water tank, things are so much 
better, we can stay at school all day, and I get to spend 
more time learning and playing with my friends. I’m happy 
that we don’t have to go home early anymore.” – said 
Toefuata'iga. 
This transformative story is just one example of how Caritas 
Australia’s Project Compassion creates waves of change 
around the world. Will you stand with students like 
Toefuata'iga this Lent?  

 
Photo credit: Caritas Australia   

                          Please donate today. 

You can support Project Compassion 2025 through the 

donation boxes available in our Church, or by scanning the 

QR code above. 

Or online at: caritas.org.au/project-compassion 

Or by calling: 1800 024 413 

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against 

Poverty this Lent.  

YOUNG AT HEART GATHERING  

(over 50s) 

Tuesday 18 March 

at 10.15am in PMR1 

https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
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PARISH ROSTER 22 / 23 March 

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO FULFIL YOUR MINISTRY PLEASE ORGANISE A REPLACEMENT.  

 Acolyte 
MATA 

Altar  
Servers 

Community 
Rep 

Reader 
Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Music AV 

Vigil 
Margaret Cobden 

Joseph Buttigieg 

Dominic Ear 

Matilda Ear 

Sreya Dias 

Natasha Joseph Sharon Falleiro 
Mila Svehla 

Lee Scully 
Heart & Soul Sharon clarke 

7.00am 
Anthony Ruzgas 

John Sweeney 
Not required Yvonne Baccan Sherica Valladores 

Luisa Davie 

Mary-Stella Sultana 
No Music Brian Rees 

8.30am 
Michael Tolentino 

Rodney Howard 

Claire George 

Pio George 

Vincent George 

Rose Walsh Evette Isaaks 

Ramon Bru 

Orlan Nugpo 

Peter Nematalla 

Lyn Olander 

Peter Wheller 

Jeffrey Mizzi Phil Margerison 

10.00am 
Jun Relunia 

Remy Wood 

Marco Credo 

Manuel Credo 
Liza Alimangohan Alan Johnson 

Lillian Martinez 

Puleiala Samuelu 
CD Mark Johnson 

6.00pm 
Aish Sebastian 

Rey Esteban 

Joshua Esteban 

Ram Esteban 

  

Carolyn D’Mello 

  

Janet Esteban 
Ninea Nepomuceno 

Darlene Streher 
Sound of Worship Rodney Howard 

   

   

  

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES 


