
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Reflection, questions and alternative view points © Greg Sunter 2006.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2006

Please note that this document contains 3 different versions of the 
“Exploring the Word” worksheet. Each version contains the same Gospel 
texts, Reflection and questions, but with a different configuration of 
“alternative views”. The suggested activites are applicable to a variety of 
age ranges. Some activites may not be suitable in all circumstances. 

Notes

Activities
Research national statistics on poverty – e.g. What level of income is regarded as the 
‘poverty line’? How many people/families live below the poverty line? How many 
people/families access welfare services? Brainstorm other questions that your group 
might research. What do these statistics tells us about our own lifestyle and the needs 
within our own community?

Create a directory of welfare services in your local community. Invite one or more 
representatives to address your group and share their experiences.

Volunteer you time and skills to a group that works with people who are 
disadvantaged in your local area.
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Jesus told the man, ‘There is one thing you lack.’ What did the man lack?

What prevented the man from doing as Jesus instructed?

Why does Jesus insist that the kingdom of God is so difficult to enter?

Is giving to charitable causes an adequate response to today’s gospel?

How is Jesus’ radical challenge being realised in our world / your community?
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Gospel   Mk 10:17-30
Jesus was setting out on a journey when 
a man ran up, knelt before him and put 
this question to him, ‘Good master, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No 
one is good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: You must not kill; You 
must not commit adultery; You must not 
steal; You must not bring false witness; 
You must not defraud; Honour your father 
and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Master, I 
have kept all these from my earliest days.’ 
Jesus looked steadily at him and loved 
him, and he said, ‘There is one thing you 
lack. Go and sell everything you own and 
give the money to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 
me.’ But his face fell at these words and 
he went away sad, for he was a man of 
great wealth.

Jesus looked round and said to his 
disciples, ‘How hard it is for those who 
have riches to enter the kingdom of God!’ 
The disciples were astounded by these 
words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he 
said to them, ‘how hard it is to enter the 
kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
They were more astonished than ever. ‘In 
that case’ they said to one another, ‘who 
can be saved?’ Jesus gazed at them. ‘For 
men’ he said, ‘it is impossible, but not for 
God: because everything is possible for 
God.’

Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ 
he asked him. ‘We have left everything 
and followed you.’ Jesus said, ‘I tell you 
solemnly, there is no one who has left 
house, brothers, sisters, father, children 
or land for my sake and for the sake of the 
gospel who will not be repaid a hundred 
times over, houses, brothers, sisters, 
mothers, children and land – not without 
persecutions – now in this present time 
and, in the world to come, eternal life.’

Reflection
Jesus reminds us in this gospel that to 
join him in bringing about the reign of 
God requires absolute commitment and 
a willingness to give up that which is 
most precious to us. The rich man who 
approached Jesus was genuine in his 
desire to fulfil all the requirements of the 
Law to attain eternal life. Jesus quoted 
to him all the commandments that deal 
with right relationships with others. The 
man is able to tick these off and assure 
Jesus that he has been doing this since 
childhood – a pretty big claim in the first 
place! Then Jesus ‘looked steadily at him 
and loved him’ – he looked on him with 
the eyes of love; the eyes that see to the 
heart of a person, and in that look knew 
what was most important to the man. 
Jesus could tell by his dress no doubt 
that the man was wealthy and so it is 
this aspect of the man’s life that Jesus 
chooses to challenge him about. This 
gospel shouldn’t necessarily be read 
as a condemnation of wealth – rather, 
it is the man’s inability to surrender his 
wealth that Jesus challenges. Jesus sees 
to the heart of the man and asks if he 
is willing to give up that which is most 
important in his life. The man is unable 
to do what Jesus asks of him and goes 
away sad. Why sad? He’s sad because 
he knows that he has been tested and 
failed. He knows that what he genuinely 
desired was within his reach but he 
needed to let go of his position, his 
status, his wealth, to be able to grasp 
what he desired in both hands.

Have you Thought?
The Gospel of Prosperity
There are those within the ranks 
of Christianity who preach what is 
sometimes referred to as a ‘gospel of 
prosperity’. They claim that wealth is a 
sign of favour, or approval, from God. 
They feel that if a Christian person 
is wealthy then they must be living a 
‘good’ life that God is rewarding through 
material possession. They use this as 
justification for further accumulation of 
wealth. We can see from today’s gospel 
that Jesus would have something to 
say about such an interpretation! Jesus 
reminds us that our reward is not in this 
world in the form of wealth and material 
possessions, but in eternal life.

Gospel Focus
Sacrifice
Sacrifice is a term that gets used quite 
a lot in religion and yet it’s a term 
with which modern society is very 
uncomfortable. We’re not really ‘into’ 
sacrifice. We’re much more into feeling 
good about ourselves and comfortable 
in our existence. Jesus called on the rich 
man to make a sacrifice – to let go of 
what he really loved and valued. What 
Jesus really called the man to do was 
to place his trust in Jesus and not in 
material wealth – that was the sacrifice 
he was called to make. Ultimately, the 
man couldn’t do that! He couldn’t let go 
of certainty and security and entrust his 
life and soul to Jesus.

Jesus told the man, ‘There is one thing you lack.’ What did the 
man lack?

What prevented the man from doing as Jesus instructed?

Why does Jesus insist that the kingdom of God is so difficult to 
enter?

Is giving to charitable causes an adequate response to today’s 
gospel?

How is Jesus’ radical challenge being realised in our world / 
your community?
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From the Perspective of
the Disciples
‘What about us?’ Peter cried. The 
disciples were staggered that Jesus 
could turn away the rich man so easily 
and declare how difficult it is to enter 
into the kingdom of God. They suddenly 
see themselves in the shoes of the rich 
man: what more do they have to do? 
They’ve left their homes and families to 
traipse after Jesus, believing that this 
sacrifice would be enough to assure 
them a place in the kingdom, and 
suddenly they are faced with doubts. 
Has it all been worth it? Jesus reminds 
them that if they have followed him for 
all the right reasons then their reward is 
assured.

Jesus told the man, ‘There is one thing you lack.’ What did the 
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What prevented the man from doing as Jesus instructed?
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